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ment, could not help at that time praising the young CHAP.
Queen " for the great wisdom for her years, modes^, v-J^-~/
and also great judgment" she displayed in these
difficult circumstances/ but with these qualities it
was only very little she was able to accomplish in
her remote kingdom. To bring back her turbulent
subjects to obedience she sent a number of Scot-
tish Lords from Paris to Edinburgh, for the pur-
pose of forming in her name a legal government.
But this project they were unable to carry out.
Equally fruitless proved the Queen's desire to get
the illegal parliament, assembled without royal
authority, dissolved by one opened in a lawful
manner. This object she could not in the present
case overlook, because of the position she had
therein reserved for Both-well. For the Queen
had designated him as one of the commissioners
empowered to call together a new Parliament, and
accordingly the Earl having suddenly left Paris in
November, hastened through Flanders to Scotland,2
where, meanwhile, he soon found that under present
circumstances he could have no opportunity of
effecting anything in the service of the Queen.
He was thus induced to return again to the Con-
tinent, where, by the sudden death of the young
King Francis n. at Orleans on the 5th December
1560, Mary Stuart had in the meantime become
a widow at the age of eighteen. Bothwell in the
spring of 1561 again got an opportunity at Joinville

1  Throckmorton's    letter    con-     fore it were meet for his adversaries
tained in Tytler's History of Scot-     to have an eye to Mm, and also to
land, vL 199.                                   keep him short."   Throckmorton's

2  Throckmorton describes   him.     letter of 2d November 1560, con-
on this occasion to Queen Elizabeth     tained in   Hardwicke's   Miscella-
as   " a   vainglorious,   rash    and     neous State Papers, i. 149.
hazardous young man ; and there-